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[41] Letter from Father Pierre Biard, to the Very
Reverend Father Claude Aquaviva, Gen-
eral of the Society of Jesus.

(ZTranslated from the Latin original.)

PorT ROVAL, June 11, 1611.
Y VERY REVEREND FATHER,
The peace of Christ be with you.

After four months of very painful and perilous
navigation, we have at last arrived, thanks to the
protection of God and to the prayers of Your Rever-
ence, at Port Royal, in New France, the end of our
journey.

In truth we left Dieppe the 26th of January this
year, 1611, and arrived May 22nd of this same year.
I am giving to the Reverend Father Provincial the
narrative in French of our whole undertaking, and
of the condition in which we found things here.
This seemed to me the more necessary and useful, as
it was impossible for me to write it at the same time
in Latin. I have not yet been settled a week in Port
Royal, and all the time has [42] been taken up by con-
tinual interruptions and in providing the necessities
of life. As to ourselves, Father Masse and I, we are
feeling very well, thank God; but we have been
obliged to take a servant to do the drudgery. We
could not dispense with one without a great deal of
anxiety and trouble.

M. de Potrincourt, who commands here in the
name of the King, loves and esteems us in propor-
tion to his piety.



